
 Fear as a motivator is arguably one of the most effective emotions; fear of death pushing 

us to survive, fear of poverty forcing us out of bed everyday, and fear that some Americans have 

of our values being under constant threat. The most important, and preyed upon, of these values 

is our devotion to independence and freedom. When something that is so intrinsic to one’s being 

is threatened, it can elicit a strong emotional reaction.  In fact the reaction can be so strong that it 

negates logical or rational understanding.  This phenomenon was the focus of Robert Wise’s 

1951 film The Day the Earth Stood Still, which utilized the outside perspective of an 

intergalactic Alien to shed light on Earthly conflicts.  By taking on an unbiased perspective, the 

film’s main character was able to promote peace and expose the uselessness of warfare.  The idea 

of looking at conflict from a fresh perspective was an unpopular response to the Cold War, but it 

maintains it’s relevance in today as fear of “the other” is seeping back into American culture.  

 The first Amendment to the Constitution guarantees American citizens their right to 

freedom of speech, religion, and press .  In the 1950’s a society-wide paranoia established itself 1

as a response to a potential threat to our freedom.  That threat was Communist Russia, and 

although the fear felt was attributed to Soviet Russia and the East/West divide, it was motivated 

by the idea of Communists, the Red Menace, and the “other” silently infiltrating our society.   

 Joseph McCarthy, a first term senator from Wisconsin, capitalized on this fear by 

dramatizing the threat posed by communism.  However, McCarthy had one thing going for him 

that our current President doesn’t; he was able to isolate one, easily identifiable enemy. In doing 

so, he raised questions of communist infiltration in the government, causing widespread 
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paranoia. By presenting himself as an anti-communist crusader McCarthy was able to reach 

national fame, despite how aggressive and poorly researched his claims may have been .  2

 Donald Trump used a similar tactic to win last year’s election.  By exaggerating the threat 

presented by the liberal tendencies of the Obama Administration and the threat posed by foreign 

visitors and undocumented workers he was able to convince the public that America was in need 

of a social, economic, and spiritual overhaul.  In convincing Americans that our country was no 

longer the great nation we once were, Trump was able to establish himself as a crusader for 

American ideals. In the case of both Trump and McCarthy, their followings were not a result of 

logical arguments and evidence, instead they manipulated the human tendency to act based on 

emotion and instinct. 

 However, today’s paranoia is not focused on a single enemy.  President Trump seems to 

come up with a new enemy of American democracy everyday.  So far he has identified Muslims, 

liberals, intellectuals, and those who favor scientific explanation to traditional Christian beliefs, 

as threats to his view of America.  These claims are not backed by evidence, instead they use the 

fear of ‘the other’ to gather momentum.  This type of rhetoric resonates with Republicans, who 

currently make up the majority of the house and Senate and nearly 30% of the population .    3
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 Conservative philosophy by definition “favors tradition in the face of external forces for 

change and is critical of proposals for radical social change .”  Guided by this conservative 4

tendency, its easy to understand how the attempted repeal of the Affordable Care Act, proposition 

of a Travel Ban, and withdrawal from the Paris Agreement were so easily accepted by Trump’s 

supporters. With the majority of our nation identifying themselves as Christian and the GOP 

making up the majority of our government, Trump has found a sizable niche for his beliefs.  

 McCarthy was able to find a similar niche in the 1950’s, but the fear of one identifiable 

enemy helped to solidify his case.  After World War II, President Truman and Prime Minister 

Churchill believed that the West had been provided with a clean slate onto which a Westernized 

economy and social landscape could be established.  During the war, the two leaders along with 

Joseph Stalin were considered allies, however once Russia broke its promise to join the newly 

formed United Nations the West reacted .  A fear arose from the possibility of Soviet 5

Communism spreading and becoming a threat to capitalism.   

 Paranoia grew around the fear of communism and eventually found its way into 

Hollywood.  Not only were actors vetted to ensure they were not members or sympathizers of the 

Communist party, but film was used as a platform for Anti-Communist propaganda .  The main 6

intent of cinema is to entertain, but what makes it such a successful tool is its ability to represent 

existing cultures and produce their own ideas by presenting a memorable and charismatic 
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expression of reality .  In this way audiences are able to relate to film despite how unrealistic the 7

stories may be.  One of the more successful genres for inciting the fear of the other was science 

fiction.  By mirroring the unmistakable culture of 1950’s America, science fiction films of the 

time were able to establish an “other” and create an allegory of communist invasion under the 

guise of Alien or monster invaders. 

 The Day the Earth Stood Still, Red Planet Mars, and Invasion of the Body Snatchers sit 

along a 1950’s film spectrum as examples of varying degrees of communist or Cold War related 

propaganda.  Red Planet Mars and Invasion of the Body Snatchers lean toward the fearful end of 

the spectrum, while the peace driven message of The Day the Earth Stood Still tends toward the 

optimistic side.  While it is assumed that all three of these films are political allegories, they are 

also able to be viewed as simple science fiction and should be analyzed first by the canon in 

which they exist in.  Looking only at the extraterrestrial characters depicted in these films, we 

see a stark difference in their treatment.  Klaatu, the alien invader in The Day the Earth Stood 

Still, arrives on Earth in the hopes of establishing interplanetary cooperation, however he faces 

opposition from the film’s antagonists; American citizens. On the other hand, the antagonists on 

Invasion of the Body Snatchers are the “pod people”, or those who have been taken over by the 

invading body snatchers.  The same goes for Red Planet Mars, where the uncertainty behind 

messages from Mars propels the film’s main conflict.  In the latter two films, the main 

protagonists are portrayed as wholesome, red blooded Americans driven by a desire to keep their 
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humanity intact. Both films create an illusion of extraterrestrial beings as “the other” and suggest 

that we should be fearful of them.  

Invasion of the Body Snatchers (1956) was released in the midst of the Cold War but 

toward the end of the McCarthy Era.  At the time,  America was experiencing their own brand of 

conformity, characterized by cookie cutter houses, devout patriotism, and a self motivating 

mentality that promoted a happy family and desire for economic success .  We had somehow 8

found a way to turn our undeniably American devotion to individualism into a society-wide 

mindset, and therefore an attractive form of conformity.   

 Invasion of the Body Snatchers takes place in a typical, suburban neighborhood in 

California. The hero of this story is the town doctor (Kevin McCarthy), a man who throughout 

the film acts based on his own instincts and desire to keep his identity intact. The story is told as 

a flash back introduced by a mad man who is trying to convince the authorities of a conspiracy 

taking place.  In the following scene we are taken to Santa Mira where the town doctor has been 

called upon to treat patients who believe their relatives have been replaced with identical 

imposters. This same day Dr. Bennell’s ex girlfriend, Becky, comes back to town. Her cousin 

conveys the same fears as the other townspeople about her uncle, however the doctor tells her 

that this is all in her head. That night Miles and Becky rush to meet their friend, Jack, who has 

found a body with his same features.  Back at Becky’s house Miles finds a body that is her exact 

double.  Miles wants to believe that this too is all in his head, that it is innocent hysteria and not 

worth the worry, but the next night he finds four bodies growing out of large seed pods all 
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resembling his friends.  This discovery brings the four to the conclusion that everyone is being 

replaced by these imposters, they then try to alert outside towns and authorities without success.  

 The next morning, truck loads of seed pods come into town only to be met with open 

arms by the rest of the townspeople.  Meanwhile Becky and Miles, who are in hiding, are 

discovered by Jack and another man who reveal that they are now “pod people” and that recent 

events are the work of extraterrestrial life forms. They also confirm that one effect of the 

transformation is all loss of emotion, thus making life less complicated but resulting in a loss of 

individuality. The couple escapes and hides in an abandoned mineshaft. Miles leaves in search of 

help only to find more seed pods, when he returns to Becky the couple kiss, however Miles can 

sense the loss of emotion in Becky and knows she has been changed. He then runs to the 

highway shouting “They’re here already! You’re next! You’re next!” 

 The film cuts back to the raving mad man, who we now recognize as the sane Miles.  

While finishing his story, a policeman walks in to report that mysteriously oversized seed pods 

have been discovered along the highway.  Everyone in the room immediately reacts to the 

officer’s statement and the film ends with the men planning to inform the F.B.I. 

 From a quick synopsis the film may not seem overtly political, and it is still up for debate 

whether it’s creators intended it to be .  However, the portrayal of extraterrestrial infiltration in 9

the form of mindless, unavoidable conformity resonated with Invasion’s audience who had 

recently watched McCarthy’s relentless witch hunt.  At the height of McCarthyism, the senator 

was not only accusing the federal government of communist infiltration but also the armed 
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services .  While his later accusations didn’t sit well with some, the overall notion of 10

Communist Party members “working and shaping policy” was enough to propel a collective 

paranoia that Invasion successfully recreated as a response to the body snatchers. 

 Communists had been tagged with the reputation of being atheist, un-emotional, and 

without individual identity, all of which are qualities that directly oppose a conservative view of 

American life.  This stereotype had been employed in the late 1930’s version of Ninotchka.  The 

film was intended as a romantic comedy and not as a political piece, however it presented a 

clearly defined view of communist ideals . It’s main character, Ninotchka, is a serious, 11

unemotional, servant of Soviet Russia who is wooed and saved from her communist ways by a 

frivolous and affluent man.  The film places a stereotype of Communism into the minds of its 

viewers, a stereotype that Invasion of the Body Snatchers plays into.   

 After being taken over by the body snatchers, the people of Santa Mira become 

emotionless and dehumanized versions of themselves.  However, because the imposters are 

identical replicas of those they have replaced, the transformations can go unnoticed.  Not being 

able to discern between his allies and the other drives Dr. Bennell to madness, and mirrors the 

paranoia McCarthyism promoted.  Dr. Bennell is motivated by the fear of losing his humanity 

but is restrained by an uncaring public, which may also mirror the feelings of McCarthy himself.  

 As a political metaphor this all seems a tad dramatic, but exaggerating a potential enemy 

is how propaganda becomes effective.  If you don’t light a fire under someone, how will you 
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mobilize them?  The fear of mindless conformism lit the fire under many Americans and gave 

McCarthy the following he needed to spread his ideas.  A similar phenomenon has helped to 

maintain our current President’s following.  Although, as previously mentioned, Donald Trump 

does not have a single enemy at whom to direct his attacks at.  Instead we’re seeing an expansion 

of  “the other” to include anyone that is not American and many who are.   

 During Reagan’s presidency he is quoted asking the Russian government to “tear down 

this [the Berlin] wall! ”  However, our current president campaigned on the promise of building 12

a wall .  Instead of defending American ideals, it seems that our President is taking an offensive 13

approach.  Similar to Senator McCarthy’s disproven insistence that 205 members of the 

Communist Party had infiltrated the Federal Government , Trump has become known for 14

making exaggerated claims.   

 Since the end of World War II the United States has taken a pro-acceptance stance on the 

admission of refugees.  However, regarding the deportation of Syrian refugees our President 

elect is quoted saying, “They could be ISIS, I don’t know. This could be one of the great tactical 

ploys of all time.  This could make the trojan horse look like peanuts.” He then promised to 

deport all Syrian refugees, who mostly identify as Muslim . By grouping one of the world’s 15
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largest religions with a terrorist organization such as ISIS, it seems like Trump is creating an 

association that supports the perception of Muslims as the enemy.   

 In 2016, during the US election, the Dalai Lama addressed the European Parliament in 

response to suspicions of Islam as a violent religion by saying, “it is a Muslim teaching that once 

you are involved in bloodshed, you are no longer a genuine practitioner of Islam. ”  Despite a 16

lack of evidence to support his claim, Trump has been successful in creating an enemy based on 

a shared fear of the unknown other.  This shared fear and the insistence of its manifestation in the 

Islamic religion has helped to revive a McCarthyist sense of paranoia.  Aside from Trump and 

the 30% of Americans who support him and his belief that ‘Muslim’ and ‘terrorist’ are 

synonymous, one might feel compelled to ask what possible threat Islam could pose to 

Americans.   

 Americans are independent creatures, we consider our right to freedom of speech, 

freedom of religion, and freedom of press as part of our identity.  These freedoms allow us to 

establish ourselves as unique individuals with thoughts and opinions that belong to no one but 

ourselves.  The importance placed on independence has always been a staple of American 

culture.  At the beginning of the cold war, Americans felt that this value was threatened by the 

Soviet Union.  Since the stereotype of unemotional and logic driven thinking had been assigned 

to the Communist Party, it was a small leap to claim that Communists were also without religion.  

McCarthy capitalized on this stereotype and in his first major speech he referred to the Cold War 

not as an issue of politics but as a clash of the morals between “the western Christian world and 
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the atheistic Communist world. ” By bringing religion into the equation, McCarthy was able to 17

turn a political dispute into a problem that threatened the freedom of all Americans who 

depended on the First Amendment.

 The threat to America’s predominant religion, Christianity, prompted films to use 

theology to promote American ideology.  One such work is Red Planet Mars, which used 

extraterrestrial figures as way to advance the plot rather than as a defined evil.  In the film, an 

American scientist manages to establish contact with Mars by using stolen Nazi technology.  In 

an attempt to create a dialogue with the Martian people, Dr. Cronyn sends the planet the first five 

digits of Pi in hopes that the receiving party will complete the number; they do.  The following 

messages from the planet explain that Mars has been living coal, oil, and electricity free for 

centuries.  They have found a way to harness nuclear power as a general power source, which is 

renewable and has helped them to do away with scarcity and led to great advancements.  Note 

the direct reference to nuclear power.  Similar to the obvious portrayal of 1950’s culture in 

Invasion of the Body Snatchers, Red Planet Mars uses references to current events of the time as 

a way to contextualize the work. 

 After news of Mars’ nuclear dependency reaches Earth, a panic ensues leading to the 

closure of coal mines, steel mills, and other power manufacturers. The loss of jobs and 

introduction of less profitable nuclear based energy sources leads to the collapse of capitalism 

and a large part of the West’s economy.  American fear of Soviet involvement in the economy’s 

recent collapse leads the US to stop the release of any more messages to or from Mars.  This 
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censorship ends when Mars tells Earth that we live in fear of nuclear war and other acts of 

aggression entirely because we have failed to follow the teachings of the Bible by claiming we 

have not abandoned evil.  

 The release of this message causes the whole world to experience a religious revolution 

where not only does the US become a theocracy but Russia also over throws their government to 

pave the way for a Russian Orthodox leader.  While the world is rejoicing, the Nazi scientist 

responsible for the technology used to contact Mars goes to the Cronyn’s lab to tell the couple 

that he is the one behind the communication with Mars.  He claims that he has been sending 

them messages under the guise of ‘martian society’ in order to destroy the western economy and 

democracy as per the orders of the Soviet Union.  He continues to explain that he sent the 

messages concerning religion as a way to overthrow the beliefs of the Soviet Union and cause 

another revolution.  At first the Cronyns believe him, especially since they have not heard from 

Mars in some time.  Chris Cronyn unplugs a valve, releasing flammable gas throughout the 

room, as a way to destroy the Nazi scientist and the information he’s sharing.  Before lighting a 

cigarette that would ignite the gas a new message comes in from Mars disproving the Nazi 

scientist. Upon seeing the new message the scientist pulls out his gun to shoot the monitor, 

resulting in the destruction of the entire lab. The film ends with an address to Congress praising 

the world’s new found, religion-based peace, and mourning the loss of Dr. and Mrs. Cronyn.  

 By presenting Christian faith as a force for world peace Red Planet Mars is able to 

associate religion with goodness.  Religion earns a lot of praise from the film’s two main 

protagonists, the Cronyns, as it was not only able to calm the world’s disputes but it also led to 

the fall of the Soviet Union.  It is hard to argue that this film is not blatantly political, it sets itself 
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in a very specific time in America’s history and directly involves the world’s powers.  The heroes 

of this tale are American scientists who show affection to religion rather than dismissing it.  On 

the other side of the world sits our antagonist, Dr. Berghof, an ex-Nazi scientist employed by 

Russians.  By combining Americans with God and Soviet Russia with Fascism (Nazis) the film 

creates an extreme divide between good and evil.  

  This type of political allegory seems too fantastical to resonate with its audience, but 

that’s exactly what makes it successful propaganda.  In a sense the film’s decision to associate 

Russia with fascism is reminiscent of Trump’s claim that Muslim refugees may be terrorists.  By 

choosing an other, such as Nazi’s or religious extremists, that seems so inherently evil and 

associating it with another group one finds themselves able to turn anyone into an enemy.   

 While Dr. and Mrs. Cronyn are considered to be intellectuals, by the end of the movie we 

see that they are not the type to choose science over their Christian faith or it’s ability to incite 

peace.  This helps to convey a sense of security to the viewer concerning their religious freedom.  

The “other” in this specific case could be classified as Atheists, or those that do not believe in the 

existence of God or gods .  Comparing Atheism’s opposition to theology to the proposed threat 18

of Islamic religion that President Trump supports, we face the challenge of finding similarities 

between a disbelief in God and a religion that is so devoted to their prophet of God.  President 

Trump has also faced this challenge, he has yet to firmly establish Islamic faith as a direct threat 

to Christianity.  Instead he has introduced us to another enemy; intellect.  

 In Hollywood’s Cold War, Tony Shaw describes Red Planet Mars as one of the “few films 

[that] captures the personal and political paranoia so often associated with McCarthyite 
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Hollywood… [by] throwing in all their Cold War eggs - anti-communism, ambivalence towards 

science, terrestrial and extraterrestrial ‘alienation’, and the power of religion. ” In a time of 19

technical innovation such as the 1950’s, where homes and laboratories were experiencing an 

upgrade of appliances, traditional means of living were being abandoned.  With conservative 

preference toward tradition over reform, it’s logical to assume a sense of aversion to technology.  

Red Planet Mars copes with this by implying that faith is more powerful than science.  A similar 

argument over the legitimacy of Climate Change is on America’s current political agenda. 

 Global Warming is a hot topic these days, sparking a rift between climate change deniers 

and climate change believers.  While the debate over climate change has recently shifted from a 

conversation concerning scientific evidence to one of party politics , climate change believers 20

are still keen to use factual evidence to support their argument.  According to a 2016 Gallup poll 

64% of Americans worry a great deal about global warming, while the remaining 36% only 

worry a little or not at all .   21

 In the first week of June, 2017, President Trump decided to withdraw the United States 

from the Paris Climate Accord, an agreement within the United Nations surrounding the 

mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions that would not begin until 2020.  The president’s 

decision can be seen as a nod to his own party, which favors the rhetoric of Charles Koch who in 

2016 told Fortune Magazine that government regulation of fossil fuels will only make life worse 
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and will make little impact on the future of the climate (nytimes).  The fear behind environmental 

regulations is that it will hurt fossil fuel companies by imposing increased taxes.  Following this 

logic the argument against taking action to mitigate climate change is fueled by money, however 

not all Americans see it this way.  

 Trump has been able to isolate intellectuals as climate believers, and therefore created an 

aversion to science.  With intellectuals as another manifestation of the “other”, religion has found 

its way back into party politics and has become a bridge between party backed opposition to 

climate change and the American people.  By narrowing the conversation to a line of logic that 

connects faith with ulterior party incentives, the viewpoint of the parties involved has also been 

narrowed.  A similar thing happened concerning anti-communist America and everyone else 

during the Cold War.  American opinion on the war was limited to the threat they felt, leaving 

them biased and unable to consider the conflict as a whole; this was the focus the 1951 science 

fiction classic The Day the Earth Stood Still.  

 The film begins with the arrival of a humanoid alien, Klaatu (Michael Rennie), who 

demands a meeting of the United Nations.  In this meeting he plans to tell the people of earth that 

they are viewed as a nuclear threat in the interplanetary community and must live in peace or be 

destroyed.  Due to the political climate of the time, specifically East/West tensions, gathering the 

world’s leaders proved to be difficult.  After failing to convince the US Government to stage a 

meeting Klaatu is taken into captivity only to escape to a nearby boarding house.  While there he 

introduces himself to the home’s owner, Helen, and is taken on a tour of Washington D.C. by a 

young boy named Bobby.  The pair concludes their tour at the grave of the boy’s father, which 

prompts Klaatu to realize that most deaths in Arlington Cemetery are a product of war.   
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 Klaatu continues his efforts to secure a meeting with the world’s political leaders, in 

doing so he befriends a wild-haired scientist who sympathizes with his plight, played by Sam 

Jaffe.  While they cannot gather the leaders themselves, they decide to gather the world’s top 

scientists and Klaatu decides to stage a demonstration of the power he yields.  The next day he 

and Helen get into an elevator together, at precisely noon the elevator stops for 30 minutes.  

Klaatu explains that he used his power to stop all electricity in the world for 30 minutes, except 

for that of aircrafts and hospitals.   

 Once the elevator’s power is restored, Helen and Klaatu head to the saucer.  They are 

stopped before reaching their destination and while trying to run away Klaatu is shot dead. Helen 

finds Klaatu’s robot companion, Gort, and instructs him to find the alien.  Gort then takes them 

both into the saucer where he revives Klaatu.  The alien explains that he is only temporarily 

alive, and that “the power of life and death is reserves for the Almighty Spirit.”    

 Klaatu then emerges from the space craft and tells the gathered scientists that he is part of 

an interplanetary police like organization who’s sole purpose is to keep the peace among the 

planets.  He continues his explanation by describing Gort as one of the robot peace keepers his 

people have given “absolute [and irrevocable] power to in matters of aggression”.  Before 

leaving Earth he says “It is no concern of ours how you run your own planet, but if you threaten 

to extend your violence, this Earth of yours will be reduced to a burned-out cinder.  Your choice 

is simple: join us and live in peace or pursue your present course and face obliteration.” 

 Not only does Klaatu’s last appeal to the citizens of Earth refer to the presence of 

unnecessary violence as a response to conflict, but it points out that our actions have outside 

consequences.  Since Klaatu is not of our planet, he is able to view our conflicts, in this case the 
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Cold War, from an unbiased perspective.  Extraterrestrial beings do not concern themselves with 

Earthly political ideologies or financial incentives, Klaatu arrives on Earth with only peace in 

mind.  This sort of unbiased, anti-conflict perspective is not found in the previously discussed 

films and therefore separates The Day the Earth Stood Still from anti-communist propaganda.  At 

the time it was released, it offered a new perspective on the war and encouraged its audience to 

avoid a personal bias.  By including direct references to the arms race and nuclear advancements 

on both sides of the war the film made its allegory clear, making it difficult to listen to Klaatu’s 

appeal and not think of the Cold War.   

 The 2008 remake of The Day the Earth Stood Still contextualizes itself in a similar way.  

The remake, starring Keanu Reeves as Klaatu, includes the same characters and nearly the same 

plot, the biggest difference being the focus of Klaatu’s mission.  The alien representative comes 

to Earth to tell society that there will be consequences for their modern life, referring specifically 

to the survival of the planet.  The film was released at the beginning of President Obama’s first 

presidential term, which marked the temporary replacement of climate change deniers in the 

White House.  The film ends with Klaatu sacrificing himself in order to save humanity, who as a 

result of not heeding his warning loses all electrical capabilities.  By taking on the same stance as 

the original and recontextualizing its plot, The Day the Earth Stood Still has proven that it’s story 

can transcend it’s original context. 

 With increasing bias toward other religions and opposition to non-traditional beliefs 

surrounding the climate, Americans are failing to consider the consequences of their bias.  In the 

film Klaatu directly refers to worldly conflicts as “petty squabbles”, and in the context of his 

interplanetary citizenship this claim makes sense.  As mentioned, the first Amendment to the 
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U.S. constitution gives us the right to freedom of speech, press, and religion.  This means that 

Americans are able to think, believe, and voice what they wish.  By this logic, we should extend 

this same right to all individuals whether they are citizens or not.  Considering that these are a 

part of our inalienable rights, or universal and not dependent on any laws, they extend to all 

people.  If we encourage others to have our same sense of freedom, then we have no reason to 

oppose those with different religious beliefs or those who choose scientific evidence over 

religious tradition.   

 In referencing “the Almighty Spirit”, the film implies that even the other is devoted to 

their religion and therefore holds similar values to its audience.  Much like Red Planet Mars, The 

Day the Earth Stood Still associates religion with a motivation towards peace.  The film’s screen 

writers, Edmund North and Harry Bates, include this quick reference as a way to down play 

Klaatu’s separation from Earth’s conflicts and humanize him.  Another humanizing aspect of the 

film is Klaatu’s decision to allow the power in hospitals to remain intact during the 30 minute 

blackout.  The decision to cause the blackout was intended as a way to convince Earth to take his 

call for peace seriously, but the lack of negative impact that it had shows the potential for 

compassion in the other.   

 By showing compassion, Klaatu is separated from a comparison to the communist other 

and is able to elicit sympathy from the film’s audience.  As a free agent, Klaatu’s insistence of 

peace is presented without bias and his observation of Earthly dependence on electricity is 

validated.  The inclusion of the blackout and its effects along with a scientist as a principal 

character  convey an intellectual approach to the film’s message.  Considering societal 
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ambivalence toward science both then and now, a film that exposes our dependence on 

technology and promotes a notion of innovation.  

 Comparatively, this film has a more thoughtful, less aggressive tone to it, where Red 

Planet Mars and Invasion of the Body Snatchers takes a firm anti-communist stance by using 

paranoia and fear to evoke a response from the viewer. The thoughtful nature and liberal 

sentiment of The Day the Earth Stood Still resonates with today’s political climate by forcing us 

to consider the wider view of our actions. With a McCarthy like demagogue in the White House; 

promoting a calm, peace minded approach to foreign tensions helps to keep The Day the Earth 

Stood Still relevant and impactful.  

 Concerning the debate over climate change, we’ve established that the debate does not 

solely revolve around faith or tradition.  Rather it can be a conversation motivated by financial 

incentives and polarization of American politics that is aided by party leaders, such as our 

President elect.  In this version of the conversation, one side of the argument is opposing the 

other based on shared desires and opinions rather than fact.  By grouping his opposition in with 

radical others, Trump is able to rally a following that supports his goals by focusing his attacks 

on an assumed enemy.   

 Similar to the tendencies of Invasion of the Body Snatchers and Red Planet Mars, which 

use science fiction to capture the paranoia induced by Joseph McCarthy, Trump is capitalizing on 

polarized issues and using exaggeration to inflate their importance.  He not only did this with the 

debate over climate change, but with issues concerning immigration also.  He campaigned on the 

pledge to build a wall along the border and aired suspicions of refugees as terrorists based on 

their religious affiliation.  By bringing religion into the conversation Trump was able to turn 
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Muslim immigrants into a threatening “other” to American Christianity.  The insistence of a 

physical barrier between us and our neighbors to the South provides a mental image of keeping 

the “other” out.  Much of his rhetoric both makes an enemy out of and provides a way to solve 

the problem of the “other”.   

 Comparing the exaggeration of polarized topics to the stance of The Day the Earth Stood 

Still exposes how dramatized issues can become.  In both the case of McCarthy and Trump, the 

paranoia surrounding American aversion toward the “other” represents a fear of the un-

American.  McCarthy capitalized on this fear by establishing a communist reputation as 

unemotional, Atheistic, and concerned only with logic, effectively creating a threat to American 

individualism and freedom of choice.  Trump has taken a similar position by deciding to 

associate any opposition he faces with a common enemy, thus creating multiple manifestations of 

an anti-American “other”.  Exaggeration on the part of both McCarthy and Trump raises the 

question of bipartisan issue importance and the validity of arguments for or against.   

 The outside perspective portrayed in Robert Wise’s 1951 film promotes taking a wider 

view of the world’s conflicts.  As an alien to our planet, Klaatu is able to view our conflicts 

without bias.  This allows him to offer a solution free of political or social incentive, which 

happens to be one of peace.  In the 1951 version of the film, Klaatu seeks to stop Earth from 

destroying themselves and surrounding planets in a Nuclear War.  While the Keanu Reeves 

version of Klaatu calls on Earth’s citizens to change their ways and understand the detrimental 

consequences a modern life can have on its environment.  Both appeals to humanity come from a 

place free of bias and try to inspire the viewer to adopt a similar understanding.  The Day the 
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Earth Stood Still found relevance in the strongly anti-communist society of 1950’s America and 

retains its relevance in today’s traditionally conservative public. 

 

!20


